WOY WOY PENINSULA PARISH
St John the Baptist Catholic Church

“He must increase, I must decrease” (Jn 3:30)

15" October 2023

28™ sunday in Ordinary Time

Under the Pastoral Care of
The Fransalians since 2016

FEASTS & MEMORIALS

16 Oct—St Hedwig & St Margaret Mary

Alacoque
17 Oct—St Ignatius of Antioch
18 Oct—St Luke
22 Oct—World Mission Sunday

MASS TIMES & OTHER WORSHIP
Weekend Masses

Saturday Vigil - 5.00pm

Sunday - 7.30am, 9.15am and 5.00pm

Weekday Masses

Monday - Friday: Morning prayer at 8.15am
followed by the Mass at 8.30am

Saturdays & Public holidays - 9.00am

Healing Mass
First Friday of the month during Mass at 4.00pm

Nursing Home Masses:

Hillview House—3rd Thurs of the month 10am
Peninsula Village—4th Thurs of the month 10am
BlueWave—2nd Fri of the month 9.30am

Reconciliation/Confession
Friday—9.00am

First Friday of the month - 3.30pm
Saturday - 9.30am and 4.30pm
Sunday - 7.00am

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursday evenings from 7.00pm - 8.00pm

Blessed Sacrament Chapel
Mon—Fri - 8.30am—3.00pm

Divine Will Cenacle
Thursdays - 9.15am -10.30am

Christian Meditation
Monday evenings - 6.00pm - 7.00pm

Marian Bowyer - 0432 882 776

PARISH CONTACTS

Administrator

Fr. Timothy Raj M.S.F.S.
Assistant Priest

Fr. Alex Peter M.S.F.S.
Parish Secretary
Triona Meagher

P:02 4341 1073
Emergency contact No. 0438 631 327
E:woywoyparish@bbcatholic.org.au

N\t PARABLE

OF THE
WEDDING
FEAST

THE INVITATION TO GOD’S KINGDOM IS OPEN TO ALL
In the parable of the wedding feast, Jesus offers an image of the kingdom of heaven
using the symbol of a wedding banquet. In today’s first reading from the prophet
Isaiah and in today’s psalm, the Lord’s goodness is evident in the symbol of a feast of
good food and wine. Jesus’ listeners would have been familiar with the image of a
wedding feast as a symbol for God’s salvation. They would consider themselves to be
the invited guests. The context for this parable is the growing tension between Jesus
and the Jewish religious leaders in Jerusalem.

The parable Jesus tells is straightforward. The king dispatches his servants to invite
the guests to the wedding feast that he is planning for his son. The listeners would
have been surprised to learn that the first guests refused the invitation. Who would
refuse the king’s invitation? A second dispatch of servants follows. Again to the
listeners’ great surprise, some guests ignore the invitation. Some of the invited
guests even go so far as to mistreat and kill the servants. The king invokes his
retribution against these murderers by destroying them and burning their city.

Why would some guests kill the servants sent to invite them to the king’s wedding
feast? It might be possible that the king was a tyrant, evidenced by the destruction
of the city of those who refused his invitation. But if we follow this idea, then the
allegory seems to be about something other than the kingdom of heaven. It is more
likely that the destruction of the city would have been a powerful image
corresponding to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70, which
would have been an important event for Matthew’s audience.

With the invited guests now deemed unworthy to attend the king’s wedding feast,
the servants are sent to invite whomever they can find. The guests arrive, but it
appears that accepting the king’s invitation brings certain obligations. The guest who
failed to dress in the appropriate wedding attire is cast out of the feast. We are
reminded that while many are invited to the kingdom of heaven, not all are able to
meet its requirements. God invites us to his feast, giving us his salvation. Yet he asks
us to repent for our sins.

Jesus’ message in the parable cautions against exclusive beliefs about the kingdom
of heaven. The parable also teaches about humility. Those who assume that they are
the invited guests may find that they have refused the invitation, and so others are
invited in their place. To accept the invitation is also to accept its obligations. God
wants our full conversion in complete acceptance of his mercy.

loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/28th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection

We, The Woy Woy Catholic Parish acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for
thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation.




i COMMUNITY NEWS

Sacramental Programme 2023: The Sacramental
programme for First Reconciliation will begin with an
information night next Monday, 16th October at 7.30pm
in the Walter Baker Hall. On this night the sheets will be
available for booking your child into a group lesson.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Group: The RCIA|

group is now meeting on Sundays after 5.00pm Mass
upstairs in the Parish Office Boardroom.

Cleaners for 20™ October:
Young, Elena Egan, Maria Owen.

Readers for 21% & 22" October:

Saturday 5.00pm—Wendy Whiteman & Dawn Torrens
Sunday 7.30am—Phoebe Glacken & Isaak Giunta
Sunday 9.15am—Joesie Cameron & Colleen McCormack
Sunday 5.00pm—Marian Bowyer & Kris Aitken

Servers for 21% & 22" October:

Saturday 5.00pm—Jeff Freeman & Joel Bajo
Sunday 7.30am—Peter French & Paul Nolan
Sunday 9.15am—Bernie French & Jenny Fitzgerald
Sunday 5.00pm—Charles Kivunja

Safeguarding Team: Should a parishioner have any
safeguarding concerns please contact our Safeguarding
Team Members: Jenny Dempsey 0438 423 293 or
Margaret Dixon 0422 277 548.

Parish Working Bee: We will be having a

day will be greatly appreciated.

All Souls Memorial Mass: Parishioners are warmly invited| - -
to an All Souls Memorial Mass at 7.00pm on Thursday, - - -

2nd November. Together as a Parish community we will
remember our deceased family and friends and all those
who have experienced the loss of a loved one this year. A
light supper will follow in the Leo Mahon Room. All
welcome.

November envelopes: Available in the Church or

Gathering Area.

Cash Housie at Peninsula Community Centre,
Saturdays 7.00pm, 93 McMasters Road, Woy
Woy. Proceeds benefit the Parish.

News from the Synod, Rome: The XVI Ordinary General
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops in Rome is reaching its
halfway point. The overall theme is “For a Synodal
Church: Communion, Participation and Mission.” For your
interest these two links provide a background to the
Synod from EWTN A Look at the First Week of the Synod
on Synodality | EWTN News In Depth October 6, 2023 -
YouTube and https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=GWGT34gPEno&t=70s

Cheryl Sillick, Anne-Marie || &

Parish working bee for gardening, cleaning|
and tidying on Saturday, 28th October at| -
9.00am. Any time you can spare on the =

World Mission Sunday, 22nd October 2023: Next
weekend there will be a Catholic Mission Appeal.
Envelopes will be available in the Church or you can
donate online or via QR code. Details below.

With Timor-Leste's fragile infrastructure, reliance on
local health practices, and limited access to medical
care, many health conditions only worsen, and sadly
can result in death,

Next week Catholic Mission will offer you the
opportunity to partner with the S Carolina and the
Salesian Sisters in Venilale, Timor-Leste, where your
gift can help continue a life-saving program to help
address this reality,
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FEET ON THE MOVE

We hope you will take next week's opportunity to make

cathollc Ry R an incredible impact for those in need.

MISSION  catholicmission,org.au/timor

Conference 2023

Communion | Participation | Mission

Wednesday 25 October 2023 -
10am - 4pm -
Hornsby RSL

Followed by Pastoral Ministry Network AGM
at 4.30pm

GATHER TOGETHER
IN 2023!

Discover and Celebrate how our
Australian faith communities
creatively live out God's mission,
to inspire and grow participation

and community.

2 Inspirational Keynotes
10 Interactive Workshops

Keynote Speaker

Sleph Jangley

Head of House &
Mercy Educator

Keynote Speaker

vty B

Lead Facilitator, Diocesan Synod
Manager, Catholic Youth Parrama tta

Prayer for the Synod

As we embrace this Synodal Process, this prayer invites
the Holy Spirit to be at work in us so that we may be a
community and a people of grace.

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
as we gather together in Your name.

With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.

We are weak and sinful;
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
nor partiality influence our actions.

Let us find in You our unity
so that we may journey together to eternal life
and not stray from the way of truth
and what is right.

All this we ask of You,
who are at work in every place and time,
in the communion of the Father and the Son,
forever and ever.

Amen.

This prayer can be used throughout the duration of the Synodal Process from October 2021-2023.



https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=7081dfa55b&e=a6f3aca816
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=7081dfa55b&e=a6f3aca816
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=7081dfa55b&e=a6f3aca816
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=b4989e2bc4&e=a6f3aca816
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=b4989e2bc4&e=a6f3aca816

I LITURGY OF THE WORD

Reading 1: Is 25:6-10

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will provide for all peoples a feast of rich food and choice wines, juicy, rich food and pure,
choice wines. On this mountain he will destroy the veil that veils all peoples, the web that is woven over all nations; he will
destroy death forever. The Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from every face; the reproach of his people he will remove from
the whole earth; for the LORD has spoken. On that day it will be said: "Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us! This is
the LORD for whom we looked; let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!" For the hand of the LORD will rest on this
mountain.

Responsorial Psalm: 23

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want. In verdant You spread the table before me in the sight of my foes; you
pastures he gives me repose; beside restful waters he leads anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

me; he refreshes my soul. R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my
He guides me in right paths for his name's sake. Even though life; and | shall dwell in the house of the LORD for years to
| walk in the dark valley | fear no evil; for you are at my side come.

with your rod and your staff that give me courage. R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.

Reading 2: Phil 4:12-14, 19-20

Brothers and sisters: | know how to live in humble circumstances; | know also how to live with abundance. In every
circumstance and in all things | have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of living in abundance and of
being in need. | can do all things in him who strengthens me. Still, it was kind of you to share in my distress. My God will fully
supply whatever you need, in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father, glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Alleluia:

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our hearts, so that we may know what is the hope that belongs
to our call.

R. Alleluia.

Gospel: Mt 22:1-14

Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of the people in parables, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be
likened to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son. He dispatched his servants to summon the invited guests to the feast,
but they refused to come. A second time he sent other servants, saying, 'Tell those invited: "Behold, | have prepared my
banquet, my calves and fattened cattle are killed, and everything is ready; come to the feast."' Some ignored the invitation
and went away, one to his farm, another to his business. The rest laid hold of his servants, mistreated them, and killed them.
The king was enraged and sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his servants,
'The feast is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy to come. Go out, therefore, into the main roads and invite to
the feast whomever you find.' The servants went out into the streets and gathered all they found, bad and good alike, and the
hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in to meet the guests, he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding
garment. The king said to him, 'My friend, how is it that you came in here without a wedding garment?' But he was reduced
to silence. Then the king said to his attendants, 'Bind his hands and feet, and cast him into the darkness outside, where there
will be wailing and grinding of teeth.' Many are invited, but few are chosen."
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Keep Us In Your Prayers— pray for the souls of:
Recently deceased: David McCallum, Martin Hermens, Darren Brown, Emma Gorrick, Jane Curuana

Anniversary: Sr M Stephanie OCD, Maureen & Bernie Mellare, Thomas Wolfe, Lee Seung-Ryae, Sharyn Gapps, Peter
Whiteman

Remembrance: Bugeja, Catania, Grima and Edgecombe Families

Sick: Melissa Bezzina, Lisa Ryan, Marie Head, Lisa Yeo, Marta Panczyma, Oscar James Moretti, Linda Italiano, Eneio
Wolfgram, Emma Matthews, Eileen Jones, Kathleen Bezzina, Moya Jones, Chris Mitchell, Trish Stuart, Colleen
Garland, Robert Baker, Josephine Weate, Ed Hyland, Sheila Rogan, Pat Savage, John Mitchell, Donna Vella, Jo
Farrelle, Donna Briemer, Malin Tugaga, Pamela Power, Rose Aloisio, Tina Cohen, Amanda Sheridan, Audrey
Barsenbach, Therese Horner, Jack Dummett, Robert Parker, Maureen Wardrop, Ros Harbig, Georgie Brigdale, Sue
Campbell, Bobby Brame, Kerrie Roberts, Lauren Alchin, Bruce Yip, Ada Primrose Murphy, Cathy Eades, James
Matthews, Doreen Arahill, Theresa Mitchell, Anita Servi, Jean Pierre, Michael Tannous, Marsha Burzynski, Emma
Mitchell, Vince Weigold, Lola DeSouza, Bev Purser, Joseph King, Christine Semark, Vicki Leach, Willy Woods, John
Zdilar, Alison Richmond, Saxon Smith, Jack Rogan-Clark, John Farnham, Chris Parker, Alana Rose, Joy Burt, Stan
Page, Serge Fauvette, Roger Lambert, Ron Manning, Ken Dixon, Maria Lourenco, Doris Coleman, Alice Lynn, Dianne
Smyth, Gail Smith, Roy Cutrone, Wendy Cohen, Bill Hunt, Patricia Quinn, Alan Ball, Betty McDermott, Marie Sourini,
David Pragasam, Vicki Pirie, Beau Burt, Joel Lloyd, Belinda Cochrane, Ken Stewart, Caterina Shinoda, Tom Shepherd

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for October

® ) For the Synod
We pray for the Church, that she may adopt listening and dialogue as a
lifestyle at every level, and allow herself to be guided by the Holy Spirit
/ towards the peripheries of the world.

PARISH COLLECTIONS
1st collection: goes to the Clergy Remuneration Fund for the financial support of the priests

2nd Collection: Funds the operational management of the Parish

You can also donate via Bpoint, which will take you to our Website for secure W
online payments. https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/woywoyparish

Name: St John the Baptist Parish Woy Woy Q/ 06&
BSB: 062 784 Account no: 10000 1742

Thank you for your generous contribution.

i SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS
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FINANCIAL SERVICES

Aged Care &

| FUNERALS
Retirement Planning |

LOW COST FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Free Initial Meeting
1300 661 424
www.tfs.com.au

Anthony Tanti Pty Ltd trading as Tanti® Financial Services ABN 18 070 533 836 is
an Authorised Representative and Credit Representative of

1300663753 OUR FAMILY
1/77 Rawson Rd,@W? % Website www.Vipee.com.au

’ Mobile 0437 134 161
Woy Woy y 2742 Phone 1300 847 338

AMP Financial Planning Pty Uimited ABN 89 051 208 327 AFS Licence No.232706
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